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A prolonged dry season combined with government mismanagement and guerrilla sabotage have
drastically reduced energy production. Officials say hydroelectric dams and thermal plants are
operating at an average 20% of installed capacity. The current power shortage is described as the
worst of the past 40 years. (See Chronicle 03/03/92, 03/12/92, 03/24/92 for previous coverage of
power shortages and rationing plans.) April 3: Electricity rationing throughout the country averaged
seven hours per day, four days a week. April 6: Power rationing was increased to between eight
and 10 hours per day. TV transmitters are also shut off eight hours per day. April 8: Presidency
secretary general Fabio Villegas called on all government division heads to consider advancing
work schedules by one hour. Government officials have requested that businesses give employees
vacation time throughout Easter week. Vacations for most public sector employees between April
13 and 19 were also being discussed at all levels of government. The government's Interconexion
Electrica (ISA) has initiated contacts with Venezuelan authorities to accelerate a power integration
project, originally scheduled for late 1993 and early 1994. Colombian officials hope to see necessary
construction to provide the nation with a 100,000 megawatt power supplement underway before
December. Business leaders say the blackouts are causing losses of US$50 million per day. April
10: The Treasury Ministry reported that the government plans to spend US$53 million for reparing
thermo- electric power plants. Under an agreement between the National Industrialists Association
(Asociacion Nacional de Industriales-ANDI) and the government, 40% of the nation's industrial
plants will shut down during Easter week. Next, the federal government has announced mandatory
vacation time for 800,000 public sector employees. Officials said power consumption during the
week will decline to 50% of normal usage. The remaining 60% of productive enterprises refused to
shut down for an entire week, on the ground of prior delivery commitments to domestic and foreign
customers. These plants are nonetheless obligated to reduce power consumption by a minimum
15%. Sanctions include power cutoffs and financial penalties. The nation's financial institutions will
be open for three hours per day from Monday through Wednesday. Power rationing will not affect
tourist spots during Easter Week. Meteorological experts say that even with "generalized" rainfall
beginning in late April, power rationing will not be reduced until water levels in hydroelectric
facility reservoirs recover. At this time, the experts say rationing may continue throughout most
of the second quarter. (Basic data from Prensa Latina (Cuba), 04/03/92; Notimex, 04/10/92; Agence
France-Presse, 04/04/92, 04/05/92, 04/07/92, 04/08/92, 04/13/92)
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